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1. ON MAY 9 I CONVEYED TO SPANISH AMBASSADOR IMPRESSION 

I HAD RECEIVED FROM FOREIGN MINISTER BENHIMA THAT LATTER 
PLEASED WITH HIS RECENT TRIP TO SPAIN AND SPECIFICALLY 
BY HIGH LEVEL RECEPTION HE HAD RECEIVED THERE. MARTIN- 
GAMERO SAID HE GLAD TO HAVE THIS INDEPENDENT 
CONFIRMATION OF HIS OWN APPRECIATION OF EFFECT MADE UPON 
BNEHIMA BY TREATMENT AT HANDS OF GOS. 

2. AMBASSADOR SAID HE THOUGHT BENHIMA TRIP HAD REALLY 
BEEN VERY USEFUL AND SUCCESSFUL. HE BELIEVED IT HAD 
BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN REMOVING CERTAIN STEREOTYPED 
MISCONCEPTIONS HELD BY EACH SIDE OF THE OTHER ; BENHIMA' S 
TALK WITH CARRERO BLANCO, IN WHICH MARTIN- GAMERO HAD 
PARTICIPATED. WAS REMARKABLY FRANK AND REVEALED BROADNESS 
AND FLEXIBILITY OF APPROACH ON CARRERO' S PART TO PROBLEM 
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OF SPAIN' S RELATIONS WITH MOROCCO WHICH AMBASSADOR HAD 
NOT HIMSELF SUSPECTED. 

3. WITH REGARD TO FISHING PROBLEM, MARTIN- GAMERO SAID 
SPANIARDS HAD TOLD BENHIMA IT WOULD TAKE THEM ABOUT TWO 
YEARS TO CONVERT SPANISH FISHING FLEET TO DISTANT- WATER 
CAPACITY. DURING THIS PERIOD SPANIARDS HOPED THAT ARRANGE- 
MENTS COULD BE MADE TO PERMIT SOME CONTINUED SPANISH FISHING 
IN EXTENDED MOROCCAN FISHING ZONE; THEY HAD RECEIVED IMPRES- 
SION FROM BENHIMA THAT THIS WOULD BE FEASIBLE, ASSUMING 
SPANIARDS MADE SINCERE EFFORT TO SET UP SOME KIND OF JOINT 
MOROCCAN- SPANISH FISHING VENTURE. 

4. SPANIARDS RECEIVED CLEAR IMPRESSION FROM BENHIMA THAT 
MOROCCO DEFINITELY PREFERRED CONTINUATION OF STATUS 
QUO TO GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO SAHARA. SPANIARDS 
MADE CLEAR THAT THERE COULD BE NO HOPE OF IMMEDIATE SOLU- 
TION OF TERRITORIAL PROBLEMS SUCH AS SAHARA, CEUTA AND 
MET JI.I.A, THEY BELIEVED BENHIMA ACQUIESCED IN NEED FOR 
STRENGTHENING MOROCCAN- SPANISH RELATIONS OUTSIDE OF THESE 
PROBELMS JUST AS RELATIONS BETWEEN SPAIN AND UK BEING 
STRENGTHENED DESPITE EXISTENCE OF GIBRALTAR ISSUE. 

5. MARTIN- GAMERO SAID THAT BENHIMA 1 S APPROACH TO 
SAHARA REFLECTED SERIOUS MROCCAN CONCERN ABOUT DETERI- 
ORATING SITUATION MAURITANIA AND GROWING INFLUENCE 

OF LIBYA THERE. 

6. AMBASSADOR HOPEFUL PERIOD OF EXTREME TENSION IN MOROCCAN- 
SPANISH RELATIONS NOW OVER . 

ROCKWELL 
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